Guidelines for Ranking Stresses and Sources

	Stress Ranking Guidelines



	

	
	Severity of Damage -- what level of damage can reasonably be expected within 10 years under current circumstances (given the continuation of the existing management/conservation situation)

	
	Very High
	The stress is likely to destroy or eliminate the conservation target over some portion of the target’s occurrence at the site



	
	High
	The stress is likely to seriously degrade the conservation target over some portion of the target’s occurrence at the site

	
	Medium
	The stress is likely to moderately degrade the conservation target over some portion of the target’s occurrence at the site

	
	Low
	The stress is likely to only slightly impair the conservation target over some portion of the target’s occurrence at the site



	
	
	

	
	Scope of Damage – what is the geographic scope of impact on the conservation target at the site that can reasonably be expected within 10 years under current circumstances (given the continuation of the existing situation)

	
	Very High
	The stress is likely to be very widespread or pervasive in its scope, and affect the conservation target throughout the target’s occurrences the site

	
	High
	The stress is likely to be widespread in its scope, and affect the conservation target at many of its locations at the site

	
	Medium
	The stress is likely to be localized in its scope, and affect the conservation target at some of the target’s locations at the site



	
	Low
	The stress is likely to be very localized in its scope, and affect the conservation target at a limited portion of the target’s location at the site
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	Source-of-Stress Ranking Guidelines

	

	
	Contribution – Expected contribution of the source, acting alone, to the full expression of a stress (as determined in the stress assessment) under current circumstances (i.e., given the continuation of the existing management/conservation situation)



	
	Very High
	The source is a very large contributor of the particular stress 

	
	High
	The source is a large contributor of the particular stress 

	
	Medium
	The source is a moderate contributor of the particular stress 

	
	Low
	The source is a low contributor of the particular 

	
	
	

	
	Irreversibility – Reversibility of the stress caused by the source of stress



	
	Very High
	The source produces a stress that is not reversible, for all intents and purposes (e.g. wetland converted to shopping center)



	
	High
	The source produces a stress that is reversible, but not practically affordable  (e.g. wetland converted to agriculture)



	
	Medium
	The source produces a stress that is reversible with a reasonable commitment of additional resources  (e.g. ditching and draining of wetland)



	
	Low
	The source produces a stress that is easily reversible at relatively low cost  (e.g. ORVs trespassing in wetland)
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