
A CASE FOR THE CONSERVATION 
STANDARDS IN UNIVERSITIES & NATURAL 
RESOURCE SCHOOLS

What, why, and how
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DIVIDER TEXT• Adaptive management

• What are the Conservation 

Standards?

• What benefits to students, 

instructors, & institutions?

• What tools & support available?
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DIVIDER TEXT• Adaptive management
WHAT IS/ARE THE 

CONSERVATION 

STANDARDS?
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The Conservation Standards –

a widely adopted set of principles 

and practices that bring together 

common concepts, approaches, 

and terminology for conservation 

project design, management, and 

monitoring. 



WHERE IN THE WORLD?



The Conservation Standards are used by:

• Conservation NGOs

• State & National Conservation Agencies

• Universities

…around the world



ECOSYSTEMS: REEFS
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SPECIES: CHIMPANZEES
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THEMATIC: WILDLIFE TRAFFICKING
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THEMATIC: COMMODITY PRODUCTION 
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THEMATIC: CLIMATE AND ENERGY POLICY 
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THEMATIC: HIGH-LEVEL POLICY INFLUENCE



ORGANIZATIONAL: TRUST FOR NATURE
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Conservation Measures Partnership



A Coaches Network 

formed in TNC

CONSERVATION STANDARDS & CCNET EVOLUTION

Conservation 

Measures 

Partnership (CMP)

established

2002

Open 

Standards

formalized

2004 2007

Open 

Standards 

2.0

2013

Open 

Standards 

3.0

2020

Conservation 

Standards 

4.0

2009

Conservation 

Coaches Network 

(CCNet) 

chartered

May 2008 Planning team 

?
2025

Conservation 

Standards 

5.0



DIVIDER TEXT

WHY SHOULD THE 

CONSERVATION 

STANDARDS BE 

INTEGRATED INTO 

ACADEMIC 

CURRICULA?
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BENEFITS TO STUDENTS

• Marketable skills

• Fluency in conservation planning & 

adaptive management

• Familiar with all basic steps for 

planning a conservation project
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BENEFITS TO INSTRUCTORS

• Provide students with opportunities to 

connect with real field projects

• Connection to broader professional 

community with access to resources

• FUN - teaching collaboratively with 

practitioners
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BENEFITS TO CONSERVATION

• More professionals speaking the 

same language & using a clear, 

systematic approach to managing, 

monitoring, planning, and learning

• Student teams assisting with project 

planning

• Feeding improvements back into the 

Conservation Standards 
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TOOLS AND SUPPORT
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RESOURCES

• Resources for various course formats

• Extensive slide decks

• Network of real-world practitioners

• Online training & guidance

• Miradi software

• Teaching community of practice
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VARIETY OF COURSE FORMATS

• General helpful resources
• Tips for Starting a Course

• Menu of Course Formats

• Conservation Standards 4.0

• Online Self-Paced Training Videos

• Foundations of Success Training Manual

• Table of Conservation Standards Courses

• Conservation Standards Peer-reviewed Literature

• 1 to 3-Day Pilot Training/Workshop
• 5-Day Training/Workshop
• 10-Day Training/Workshop
• Semester-Long Module

https://docs.google.com/a/fosonline.org/document/d/1Aeidk7IWiZlnkENcu6letY5qSDPkW_AhBc8tZGyabM4/edit
https://docs.google.com/a/fosonline.org/spreadsheet/ccc?key=0As05ZOPalyuNdHNfNmc4V1FnZUpaeUVFOVlLaUhLb0E&usp=drive_web#gid=1
https://conservationstandards.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2020/10/CMP-Open-Standards-for-the-Practice-of-Conservation-v4.0.pdf
https://conservationstandards.org/support/
https://express.adobe.com/page/JGWJWGpXJ4itv/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/13nrU3B0XoQveMSx9Vkq9ydN5X4MpkAUHO1v3ZHy3sAw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JlRgWW2U6b5c-pI8Ib9DgO0qKY28zhgvK4gP7y-1cZA/edit?usp=sharing


SLIDE DECKS

• Consistently-formatted Powerpoint

presentations are freely available to 

support teaching

• Full presenter’s notes

• Presenters are free to modify them 

and use what they need



COACHES NETWORK
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• Global, vibrant network

• Trained, experienced facilitators

• Happy to help instructors



ONLINE TRAINING & GUIDANCE

• Facilitated & self-paced basic 

Conservation Standards trainings 

available

• Coach trainings for facilitators
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GUIDANCE

• Conservation Standards 4.0

• Conservation Standards website

• Conservationtraining.org course

• University of Wisconsin Step 3 course

• FOS & WWF websites



MIRADI SOFTWARE & SHARESITE

• Not-for-profit software that can help 

facilitate the process, store 

information, and manage a project

• Completely optional – not necessary

• Youtube channel with short tutorial 

videos

• Desktop or online versions



COMMUNITY OF PRACTICE

• Academic focus

• Experience with many different 

lengths and formats

• Ready with advice

P
H

O
T

O
: 

A
N

D
R

E
W

 B
R

ID
G

E
S


